
Vacaville High inducts seven new members to
Hall of Fame

One of the hardest decisions Vacaville High School faces every year is who to include
in the school’s Hall of Fame. With 125 years of history, the list of worthy athletes, staff
members and friends of the school is abundant and the nominations are endless.

This year’s class — Vacaville High School’s fourth — includes an elite list of athletes,
an influential group of staff members and a friend of the program who has helped the
school in every way for nearly six decades.

Joining the Vacaville High Hall of Fame as athletes are Ray Burton, Thomas Williams,
Chelle Putzer and Olympic Gold medalist, Morris Dally.

Staff members John Alongi and Marina Plastino were also selected as was longtime
friend of the school, Bernie Zunino.

The induction process is rigorous and is separated into three categories — athletes,
staff members and friends of the school. The inductees are chosen by the Vacaville
High School Selection Committee after receiving and reviewing nominations in the fall.

The Hall of Fame celebratory dinner will be at 5 p.m. on Sunday, November 25 at the
Opera House. The tickets sell for $50.00 and can be purchased in the front office of
Vaca High. Proceeds go to the Steve Green Memorial Scholarship.

Here’s a closer look at each of the inductees, each of whom were announced to the
public at halftime Friday night’s football game between Vacaville and Armijo at Tom
Zunino Stadium.

Ray Burton

A 1974 graduate, Burton excelled in football and basketball during his time as a Bulldog,
but his true love was track and field, a sport in which he became Vacaville High
School’s first-ever State Champion.

Burton, a shot putt and discus thrower, regularly dominated competitions wherever he
competed, beginning as a sophomore. His discus throw over the 200-foot mark during
his senior year wasn’t just a school record, it set a new national high school milestone.



His school record of 201 feet, 6 inches has stood the test of time. The mark has
remained atop the record books for the past 44 years and is the oldest of all the
Vacaville High School records. The second best throw during that time is 10 feet shy of
Burton’s mark.

Burton went on to earn an athletic scholarship to the University of Oregon, where he
competed in the NCAA finals and still holds the Ducks’ No. 4 all-time mark of 204 feet, 4
inches. The three men in front of him include an NCAA champion, an Olympic
Champion and a four-time world record holder.

Thomas Williams

Possibly the most recruited athlete in school history, Thomas Williams is a 2003
Vacaville High grad and was a two sport star in baseball and football.

Williams was a Parade All-American and was offered scholarships from schools like
Nebraska, Notre Dame and Oregon. He ended up selecting USC and played for the
Trojans during one of the most successful periods in the program’s history.

Williams, a linebacker who earned a selection as one of the team’s captains, was a key
member of a USC team that won three Rose Bowls and two national championships.
He was later drafted in the fifth round of the 2008 NFL Draft by the Jacksonville Jaguars
and also played linebacker for the New England Patriots and Carolina Panthers before
his retirement.

Williams is currently a motivational speaker and an NFL player engagement
ambassador. He has authored two books.

Chelle Putzer

Chelle Putzer was a 1989 graduate of Vacaville High School, excelling in softball and
basketball. She was a varsity athlete in both sports for three years and helped the
Bulldogs win Sac-Joaquin Section titles in basketball and softball during her time.

Putzer was selected to the Optimist All-Star game as a senior before accepting a
softball scholarship to the University of Oklahoma. She won many awards as a Sooner
and still ranks high on the school’s all-time assists list.

Putzer took her love and knowledge of softball to the coaching ranks and coached for
Chico State, San Jose State and Stanford before becoming the head coach at St.
Mary’s College. At St. Mary’s, she led the Gaels to a conference championship in 2001.

Putzer is currently the Recreation and Community Services Director for the city of
Albany.

Morris Dally



A true blast from the past, Morris Dally was born in 1908 in Elmira, CA and was a 1926
graduate of Vacaville High School.

He went on to attend the University of California, Berkeley and joined the school’s
rowing team. This team traveled throughout the United States by train to row against
the top colleges in the country. The big competition on the west coast at the time was
the University of Washington, and Yale was the top team in the nation.

With Dally’s help, Cal beat Yale to qualify for the 1928 Olympics in Amsterdam. The
European teams were no match for Morris and his teammates as they gave the United
States the gold medal that year in the Men’s Eight event.

Morris started the trip as an alternate and an injury thrust him into the number five
oarsman spot — considered the “motor” of the boat and a position that requires brute
strength.

After the Olympic Games, Morris settled back into Elmira as a rancher. He farmed for
60 years and served on many community boards. He passed away in 1996.

John Alongi

John Alongi enters the Hall of Fame as a staff member after working at Vaca High for
30 years and making a huge impact on the culture and spirit of the school.

Alongi was a terrific social science teacher, but is known for his relentless work with
student activities. He led the Student Council class for years and was the architect of
the Link Crew program that thrives today. He was the person that welcomed over 500
freshman to the Vaca High campus each year, and was instrumental in the black and
orange awards, senior signing day and graduation.

In addition to his impact on the positive culture of the school, for nine years John was
the adviser, confidant, mentor and right hand man to the principal. He has greatly
impacted the academic programs at Vaca High, leading to excellent gains in AP
performance and college readiness.

John has retired from Vaca High but travels the country training many teachers on the
Link Crew process.

Marina Plastino

Marina Plastino moved to Vacaville in 1960 and was hired by Vaca High to teach typing
and shorthand as well as PE. She enters the school’s Hall of Fame as a staff member.

Plastino was responsible for the creation of the school’s drill team. Initially a strict
marching group, the drill team infused high kicks (Rockette style), dance routines to
become the style we still see performed at games today.



Under Plastino’s direction, the drill team went on to win many awards, travel to various
locations (Mexico City, Honolulu, and Vancouver, Canada) and perform in parades,
including trips to 49er games in San Francisco and the Rose Bowl in Pasadena. The
drill team also played a part in the film “All American Boy”, starring Jon Voight.

Plastino retired from teaching in 1992 and moved to Idaho, her childhood home.
Plastino passed away in August at the age of 92.

Bernie Zunino

Bernie Zunino is being inducted into the Vacaville High School Hall of Fame as a friend
of the program. Zunino has given to the school in many ways for nearly 60 years.

Since 1960, Zunino has worked tirelessly at snack bars, washed uniforms, assisted with
homecoming floats (including judging), set up events, sold ads and banners for
programs, cooked food for traveling athletes, and participated in the booster club for
many years.

Zunino supports all things Vaca High and has always brought grace and compassion to
every event.
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